
Press release
Films, talks and celebration

Warming up for the 16th Provinziale 

On 12 October, the Provinziale International Film Festival begins. During its eight 
days, many threads spun over the whole year by the festival team will be joined 
up in Eberswalde‘s Paul Wunderlich Haus. Jury members and a lot of filmmakers 
will be present, the festival club will offer music, readings and comedy every 
night and, above all, 41 films will be running for the prizes. The Filmfest means to
show the world as a tense and exciting province. This year‘s contenders come 
from 20 countries, including Iran, Armenia, Belgium, Germany, Bulgaria, India, 
Greece, France, Ireland, Kyrgyzstan, the Netherlands and Sweden, from Turkey, 
Russia, Spain and the US. The films, distributed across 15 programme slots, will 
be running in four categories:

The festival‘s main prize is awarded in the Long Documentary section, where 
eight entries will be contending. The prize, worth €4,000, has been donated by 
the Brandenburg State Ministry for Economic Affairs and will be awarded by a jury
for which artist Constanze Fischbeck, director Moritz Springer and film curator 
Ralf Eue could be engaged this year. Ralf Eue, programme director of DOK Leipzig
and interested in a transregional film festival, has been following the Provinziale 
as a spectator for years. We are very pleased to see this cooperation happen.

Another jury has formed for the Short Feature Film competition with its 14 
entries. Its members are artist Antje Schiffers, author and facilitator Marion 
Brasch and Mostafa Gandomkar, who won an award at last year‘s Provinziale. The
prize money for the best short feature film is €2,000.

The other two competitions will see seven Short Documentaries and 12 Animated
Films running for the prizes. All categories include an audience award worth 
€1,000. Again, a special prize named Der Stachel (The Prickle) will be awarded in 
cooperation with Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development (HNE) for 
the most interesting submission related to sustainability across all categories. 
That‘s because we think that sustainability is not a superficial promise but a 
serious issue which aims straight at the discrepancies of human lives.

The Provinziale is a film festival bent on communication. We put exceptional 
weight on the dialogue with our guests, the audience and, of course, the film 
directors and producers. We think that communication, sustained by films which 
picture our world, is of outstanding value, in particular at a time when 
everybody‘s talking about populism. The T-shirt we designed this year sets that 
focus, too. We don‘t want to pitch ideologies against each other but take a closer 
look, ask questions and find out together what‘s going on in the world and what 
our part as humans is in it. 

As every year, we are very curious as to what the Gateway to the Province will 
look like. Its designer, Henrik Schade, will be known to many locals for his urban 
light installations.
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The closing event with presentation of awards, a screening of the winning films, 
the Provinziale gala night and live music performances will take place on 
Saturday, 19 October. We are looking forward to the festival week.
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